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INFLUENZA AND
THE GREAT WAR

Battling Influenza During WWI

Tina Beaird
tinab@tamarackgenealogy.com

THE INFLUENZA BEGINS: CAMP FUNSTON

In early March, Haskell, Kansas is the first to
record an unusually potent flu outbreak.

Within the week, the first wave of Influenza
cases is reported at Camp Funston.

Between March 4" and march 11th over
500 soldiers become ill.

= By the end of March that number climibs HE e s,
Kansas Memory Project:
fo /| 00. Ambulance at Camp Funston
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Recuperating Soldiers
Camp Funston, Kansas
March 1918

THE INFLUENZA BEGINS: OVER THERE

= The men of Camp Funston weren't the only
ones who brought the flu over to Europe.

= Camp Dodge in lowa also contracts the virus
in early summer, just as their units are being
called up to Europe. The 313" Engineers
arrive in France August 279 with several sick
soldiers. Shortly upon arrival Captain Bruce
R. Honeyman, of Co. A, dies of Influenza.




THE INFLUENZA BEGINS: OVER THERE

= Influenza decimates the fighting armies of
Europe. Germany and the U.K. combined
have hundreds of thousands of cases of
the flu by fall.

= Reports of Influenza cover the globe from
New Zealand to Norway.

= The flu is rampant throughout U.S. troops.
Roughly 30-40% of fighting men are sick.
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THE INFLUENZA BOOMERANG

= August 17, 1918 an ocean liner arrives in the
U.S. with several passengers ill from the flu.

= The first camp to report this new ‘disease’ is /

Camp Devens near Boston, MA. “our Die of Influenza

on Liner Reaching U. S. /

New York, Aug. '17.—[Speclat.]--Al

= This new Flu strain is unlike any other! The passenger linor which arrived in a|
Atlantic port today reported that on

mortality rate climbs to 2.5%. That is 25 fimes the voyage twenty-one cases of Span-

H I . ish influenza occurred among the pas-
the normal fatality rate! No one is safe. sengers and crew. Four of the vic-
President Wilson, Assistant Secretary to the ~ tims dled:

Navy FDR, *Bess Wallace all contfract the flu. Chicago Tribune August 19, 1918

THE INFLUENZA BOOMERANG

= Rich or poor, celebrity or student; all are
felled equally. President Wilson, Assistant
Secretary to the Navy FDR, Walt Disney, Mary
Pickford, *Bess Wallace all contract the flu.

= The Flu took a tremendous toll on U.S. life
expectancy. In 1917 the average life
expectancy was 51 years old. In 1918 that
drop an astounding 12 years to 39 years old!

16 year old ambulance
driver, Walt Disney
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CAMP DEVENS, MASSACHUSETTS:
THE WAR COMES HOME

« Camp Devens Just 35 miles from Boston is ground zero for 2" wave
of the influenza outbreak.

= The first soldier came into the hospital on September 7th and was
misdiagnosed with Spinal Meningitis.

= Murmurs of other sick men traveled through the base, but
arrived at the hospital. Then...
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CAMP DEVENS, MASSACHUSETTS

« BOOM! On September 22nd 1,543 men reported sick. 19.6 % of the
Entire camp (45,000 strong).

= The base hospital is equipped to handle 1200 men with with 25
doctors on staff, but thousands of men begin pouring in.

= Overwhelmed, and ill themselves, the medical staff closed e

hospital on September 26™. Red Cross sent 12 more nurses- 8 of
whom became ill and 2 died, including Ms. Margaret SOllivan
9 _
l A 7’ ’ :
’ / |7 ol 1%
¢ Supr
———

Note in Camp Devens Medical Files National Archives Il College Park, MD
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CAMP DEVENS, MASSACHUSETTS

= By the start of October, 100 men a day are dying. 6,000 men were ll.

= The U.S. Army immediately sends officers to investigate, sending
Cols. William Welch, Rufus Cole and Victor Vaughn.

= Welch who had worked in the Canal Zone with Malaria
outbreak is visibly shaken by what he sees.

“Blood was everywhere, on linens,
clothes. Pouring out of some men’s
nostrils and even ears while others
coughed it up. Many of the soldiers,
boys in their teens, men in their
twenties- healthy, normally ruddy
men- were turning blue. Their color
would prove a deadly indicator.”

- John M. Barry, The Great Influenza
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PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

= Philadelphia ignored all public health warnings,
continuing with their liberty bond parade.

= September 20 over 200,000 people took to the
streets to celebrate. Within 72 hours flu cases
began reporting to local hospitals.

= Within one month over 12,000 people were
dead from the flu. On October 10, 1918 alone
759 people perished from the epidemic!

DAYS, AFLUERE
E DEATH TOL 28

Chuu ches Closed Here on
5 'Sunday for First Time Since
\ Epidemic in 1890

200,000 Cases in City, Says
Krusen—Emergency Hos-
pital No, 2 Organized

N\

Althougl the Fourth Naval District
reported an abatement in fhe epidemie
of influenza, the mortality in the city
for the past twenty-four hours Las es-

© tablished a new high-recond mark. Dr.
Wilmer Krusen, Director of  DPublic
Mealth and Charities, stated yesterday
that there were now approximately
200,000 eases in the city. The death
|l||]l for the twenty-four hours euding
ryesterday at noon was 280, Of this
number 201 were due to influcnza
proper and &3 to pue uluoma

The churches of the city were closed

ﬁr\t Nunlay

all day yesterday. the
clasiog sinee au (||1rmi

i 1NN,

e 1.«’ o

www.upenn.edu/gazette/1 ]98/Iynch h’rrhl

.| bodies were piled 3
and 4 deep, in the
| corridors and in

g¥ sheets. Most were
|| unembalmed an

|| stfench.”

“At the city morgue,

almost every room.
They were covered
only with dirty and

often bloodstained

emitting a rfauseating

-Alfred W. Crosby




ILLINOIS

= Governor Frank O. Lowden acted quickly forming
the lllinois Influenza Advisory Commission.

= September 25™ he requires cities and counties to
report flu totals to the emergency committee.

= September 26 he orders the closing of all political
assemblages and then all public buildings- schools,
churches, efc.

2nd Annual Report of the lllinois
Dept. of Public Health 1919

9/19/2017
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Lester Schnitzer, known to most of

oo v wen o | DEATH'S HAND FELT IN EVERY COMMUNITY

us as a jovial young man, i.rpitalor of
George M. Cohan, full of life, charm,
radiating good fellowship, has fallen a

= £ W
— e vebue it

victim to influenza. He died last UIES ‘T cm m
Monday m{)rning at Lima, O., where he 'mKﬂn nl[s 5
et . Rockford, April S—Petar H
. m sn" AT private in Company C, 344th Infas

died at the Camp Grant base ho

this morning of pneumonia. His

was In Polo, 11 Thomas Lyni

: Pardeevilfs, Wis, s private in the

field artillery, succumbed to ! p
we" me“ Spr'“!' n:nnu‘l yesterday afterncon. H

Christianson, private In Compan]
ﬁeu M'n smcmbs 32nd enginsers, died at lhn'q._l- 1

-toDreaded Spanish pital this foremcon.. His home .
[afivenzs) :

=

in Carlisle, ML &

Abe Wlllilr.-.;f in the United
States pavy. som of Mr. and Mre >
fmag Wipakor, #12 East Jackson
pre gt B S Bty Influenza Again Rages in Mt.
cago, Thursday, Bepigmber 26, from Carmel
Epanish influenza. -

4 tarsax is Ma parents Thurs- Influenza again became epidemic in

Mt. Carmel the latter par§ of last
week and the lid was clamped down
tight by the board of health. All
lines of business not absolutely essen-
tial have been closed and a strict ban
placed on all social gatherings.—
Grayville Independent.

His work for the Liberty Loan cam-
paign of which he was chairman fog Rervics and msk'ihe berw
Lima, O., taxed his energies to such ) .

www.eiu.edu/historia/2010Shidler.pdf

Chicago, Springfield, Mt. Carmel, Aurora
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PLAINFIELD, ILLINOIS e

Mre hl VanDyke -h bas been
“mlek s much lmproved.

The loca! state bask s certalaly a|
hyhu these days.

= 42 people were buried in Plainfield Township : ..'?:.‘R‘ﬁ%u“ﬂ
Cemetery in 1918. From March to December, 12 it roracs Brown b S home |
people (30%) had died of the flu or pneumonia. e |

The local mllng.bolrdme\.
u:‘:;.guhr session Monday
n ,
= All but 2 of these were between the ages of 20-45. Harry Demmerrit of Nap-
erville formerly of Plainfield,
is serioucly ill with influenza.
Wm. McLavghlin was a
_buisness visitor down at

= Plainfield mostly followed the rules, canceling - Jolist, Monday afternoon, |
e ey . . .  Dr. Owens'is reported on|
activities, but worship services continued as NOrMAl. skl e s beea

P Y lomnehdht?nundmg
%lﬂ holaﬂnr-
edabr WD, :

FLU CLAIMS PLAINFIELD SOLDIERS

Sherman Matter, arecent enlistee
at Great Lakes Naval Training
Center dies of the Flu September

1918.
lla weok that ﬂl;:l' l.
i “i“gm“"“'m": -3 | Varley Pennington dies October
“immediately” i | .
Hegddrssiraagrom e . 39 at his parent’s home, after
had been stationed ames July .
20, when be ealisied. In going AWOL from Camp Grant
wdition to his parents, hef . A i
gﬁn;;nw, o !"{" to avoid the epidemic.

11
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1334 DEATHS [

The Medical Profession was hit
exceptionally hard by the pandemic.

» Many doctors and nurses were serving
in the armed forces leaving few doctors
available to tend to the sick on the
Homefront.

» Those remaining stateside were over-
worked and susceptible to the epideny

» Thousands died at their posts.

= Some suffered nervous breagkdowns,
some committee suicide.

SANGAMON COUNTY

of inflienzd
Og e, Ga. Buri

» The Sangamon County Red Cross BEY .
opened 2 emergency hospitals to T o
combat the epidemic. AL

= 15 October 15-November 14 Ll
» 27d: December 10-January 22nd
= Cared for 318 patients

= Of those already in the service; 30
men and 1 woman died from the flu

12



CAMP GRANT, ROCKFORD

= Comdr. Charles Hagadorn arrives August 81, With
winter approaching, he over-rules his medical
staff, and orders the overcrowding of barracks.
September 15™ several officers arrive from Camp
Devens. Sept. 215t it begins. 108 cases by midnight.

= Comdr. Hagadorn commits suicide on October 8™,
the same day the 500™ soldier dies from the flu.

)AY, OCTOBER 19, 1

U.S. WILL PAY-
ALL BILLS OF
GREAT MORGUE

GOVERNMENT AGENTS TO SETTLE
ACCOUNTS FOR CONTRACTING
UNDERTAKERS ]

* That the government will take over
and settle all a and obll v
incurred by reasons of opening up and
maintaining the blg morgus on Church
strest, was made known yesterday when |
H. A. Lampke, an accountant of the!|
Quartermaster Department, was sent to/
the city t0 go over all sccounts and!
check tp the cost of shipment of ap-
proximately 1,000 sold.ler victims of the
influenze plague.

The announcement of the govern-
ment's intentions was of much interest
to the officials of the Chamber of Com-
merce and others who of their own ini-
tiative went ahead and incurred the ne-
cessary expenses - for fitting wup the
great morgue, depending upon the fu-
ture to devise means of tzking care of

these obligations.

ire Serven
Associated Press

GIIJ»: Rmzkfurh iﬂmlnmgistw-@anﬂe "'.“ 1

l-wcxmzn ILLISOTS ESTABLISHED 15, TEN PAGES

(R .m"'..-:")

(OL. HAGADORN, CAMP’S COMMANDER, A SUICIDE

IWILSON SAYS No ARMISTICE UNTIL NS
B{JVIIII“E&[U Hthrﬁﬂr(lu[{f . ?:—m;% QHl’[ INVADED TERRIT?RY- V;I[llvslugmlsm Y&PSKl[IR‘SE
b T ATTACK

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1915. PRICE THREE cexTs

o o Gl s L

= "““"m[ncu FOCES SONTOR S COGRTY L
“SiFPiG o | LAND N BEIRUT) PUTS BREWERS | DANE IS SLOW
N HOT. CRLL s o s 5

IBold Stroke of Has avy Will
Have Great Effect on
Constantinople.

9/19/2017
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= 45,000 men were stationed at Camp Grant. By

CAMP GRANT, ROCKFORD

Camp Grant was one of the most heavily
impacted Army bases in the fall of 1918.

October 315t over 12,000 soldiers and staff had
caught the flu and 1,068 perished.

INFLUENZA TOLL
10DEATHS IN DAY

AT CAMP GRANT

Camp Grant, 111, Sept. 29.+~—[Special.]
«~—Three thousana nve hundred and
forty-six soldlers in hospital and ten
deaths made up the inffuenza casualty
list in Camp Grant today.. With every
emergency provided for and strict’
quarantine in force, tho medical offi."
cers belleve they have the epldemic :
stopped.

85,000 Influenza Cases
in Massachusetts Alone;

/

’

Boston, Mass,, Nept, 20,—At least

$6,000 persons are (U1 from Spanish in-,
fluenza in Massactroet 5 and the death
list is growlng l:sc'y.  Riate Health

Commissloner IKeley tonight wired
Surgeon Gen. Blue uf the public health
gervice that the situution *continues
serloub.” .

GREAT LAKES NAVAL TRAINING STATION

September 8 the first group of men report to the base
hospital with the flu. Newspapers report meningitis.

Camp Commander acts quickly, refuses liberty leave
to all and quarantines 1,000 symptomatic men.

Within a week 5,000 more men are quarantined for

suspected contact with the ill.

All 50,000 sailors given daily throat sprays.

14



GREAT LAKES NAVAL TRAINING STATION

= The total registered flu cases on September
26 is 8,475 with 257 new cases the previous
day.

= Men are dying at an alarming rate. Great
Lakes buys up all winding sheets in Chicago.

= The morgue is stacked to capacity.
Ambulances leave around the clock to take
bodies to the train station.

Josie Mabel Brown, a Navy Nurse recalls, "As the
boys were brought in we would put winding sheets
on them even if they weren't dead. You would
always leave the left big toe exposed and tag it
with the boy's name, rank, and next of kin.” As
one boy lay dying in bed, one waited on the
stretcher on the floor for the bed to empty. Each
morning as the Ambulance drivers would bring in
more sick boys they would carry the dead :
bodies out. The morgue was stacked to the
ceiling with bodies Because the casket makers
could not make Boxes fast enough.” Josie often
said she felt sorry for the poor boy on the bottom.

U.S. Navy Medicine May-June 1986 pg 15.

9/19/2017
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12 ANNUAL REPORT SURGEON GENERAL, U. 8. NAVY.

and that the appreciation which is bestowed upon other branches of
the service will be fully and freely extended to them,

During the recent widespread epidemic of influenza the following-
named nurses died of this disease, contracted in line of duty while
nursing patients assigned to th care: Maude Coleman, Marie L.
Hidell, Constance Martin, Edna E. Place, Vera M. Rockwell, Maria
Eliza Trimble.

Tue HospiT

3 |

Corrs.—The expansion of the naval personnel due to
1 marked by a corresponding expansion of the hos-
ital corps \ Junuary 1, 1918, this corps reached its then
}u'll_\ authorizec ength, and recruiting, except to meet the needs
of cach naval district, had to be discontinued.

Growth of the hospital corps:

July 1, 1916~ ___ 1,588
July 1, 1917- 4 S BN
July 1, 1918 e i TR L e ]

The 15 months between April 4, 1917, when war was declared, and
July 1, 1918, brought into the hospital corps, through recruiting
channels, about 12,000 men, making the corps nine times its prewar
size.

The success with which this corps has been recruited to its full
strength is due to three factors: (a) The personnel bill of Angust 29,
1916, which gave to the hospital corps the same opportunity for
advancement in rating that e isted in other enlisted branches; (b
the publicity given this cor v a poster and amphlet of infor-
mation, both of which had wide distribution: (e) the effect of the
war and the selectiy ~vice law, which made each young man of
the country focus his attention upon the military s rvice and come |
to a decision as to which particular branc £ the service best fitted
his temperament and abilities. So many young men have wished to
anlist in the hospital corps that for the past year it h been possible

. o ata ta ha snlisted through

I—
T——

U.S. Navy Surgeon General’s Annual Report for 1918

COOK COUNTY & CHICAGO

= Public Health Commissioner John Dill Roberston

seeing what is happening at Great L
- akes,
Flu a reportable illness on September 16, makes

= A marked uptickin flu cases i
S
September 21, sreporied

Spanish Influenza situation well in hand”

= Se h ifi o
ptember 30™ there are 260 verified cases. ﬁg{{]ﬂ”f‘ﬁ”ﬁr fObeﬁson
al Institute of Health

9/19/2017
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COOK COUNTY & CHICAGO "H.U“ T0 AFFECT

= Commissioner Robertson fails fo fake action |
quickly. October 15 he agrees to quarantine HM-F BF NATIUN’

those who are symptomatic. PHY%%E}%&NS SAY‘
— 7,

= Within the week, the numbers cafching the flu frdict“Influenza Year,”
are astronomical, over 40,000 residents are sick. a

: “ No Cause for
Robertson proclaims, “The Backbone of the | but See' !
Epidemic is Broken.” ' Public Alarm.
. i Forty, Aty. or even as many as
= October 8™ Robertson orders the closing of sty ou af cxery 100 persons In Chi

ago will be victims of Influsnza dur-

theatres and enfertainment centers, but nothing g the nest e months.
else. Bowling Alleys, saloons, pool halls still open. Chicago Tribune 9/30/1918

INFLUENZIA

Chicago Public Health Commissioner John FREQUENTLY COMPLICATED WITH
Dill Robertson refused to curtail public PNEUMONIA

IS PREVALENT AT THIS TINE THROUGHOUT AMERICL
movement. He refused to acknowledge the WINE S AT W AN & AN

YOU MUST DO THE SAME |/

IF YOU WAVE A COLD AND ARL COUCNING AND

epidemic or issue health warning to the press. SKELZING 30 NOT ENTER TAIS TNLATRE

/
He prided himself on his deception of the Gﬂﬂ%lﬂ?’l@ﬂ?ﬂlﬂﬂ!ﬂll’l‘l{‘m

Fermitt od In The Thealre cane
h or Nn 4

Public. Quoted as proudly Saying, “Nothing

his Theatre has agreed o cooperate with
the Department Of Health in disseminating
the truth about Influenza. and thus serve
a great educational purpose.

was done to Interfere with the morale of the

community. HEALTHIEST CITY IN THE WORLD

JOHN DILL ROBERTSON

COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH

9/19/2017
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COOK COUNTY & CHICAGO

Public activities are not curtailed until October 16,

The Chicago Tribune and other papers report, at its
peak, 1200 new cases are being reported each day.

Those within poorer neighborhoods were dying at a
faster rate.

Cook County Hospital had one of the highest
mortality rates for flu victims in the country at 39.8%

9/19/2017
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COOK COUNTY HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS BOOK 1918

IRAD at North Eastern lllinois University Library has the Cook
County Hospital admission books covering this period.
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TABLE I-SHOWING THE PREVALENCE OF FIFTEEN PRINCIPAL COMMUNICABLE DISEASES BY COUNTIES AND

PRINCIPAL MUNICIPALITIES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 1918, TO JUNE 30, 1919
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2nd Annual Report of the INMois Dep’r of Public Health 1919

THE AFTERMATH

= Global estimates range from 20-100 million
infected

= Reportedly 25-30% Americans contracted the
virus between 1918-1919

= An estimated 650,000 succumbed to the disease

» In the end over 43,000 soldiers would die from
Influenza and the Pneumonia that often followed

'10LL GF INFLUENZA
IN 46 LARGE CITES
REACHES 111,688

" 8wept- the country last ‘year
- cauged. 111.688 denthe In tha
UILY*SIX largest. clties, and- increasec
‘he combined death rate' for those com
nunitles in 1918 to. 19.6 per -thousand
Baltimore, with 26.8 per thousand,
ind Nashville,.with 26.4, had.the high.
‘St rates, of the. registration cities,
vhile “St. Paul, with 13.9. and Minne
.polis and Grand Raplds. with 14 each,
1ad the lowest. ..

There wers 442,374 deaths from all
auses in tho forty-six citles, the estl-

ASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 6.— |
The: influenza’ epidemic which

dated population of forty>two of which |

ggregated 20,614,620.. 'There was no
stimate ‘of - popiulation- mr the ol.her
sur.

The year's total death rate In New
‘ork.City. was 18.8 per thousand, com-
ared with 16.2 in 1917.” In Chicago
. was 17,1, against 14,9 the year be-
sre, and In Philadelphia, where the
ifluenza epldemic was very severe, it

ras-24.2, compared with 17.1 in 1917,

ll

|
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TABLE 10.—INFLUENZA, PNEUMONIA AND DEATHS IN THE
LARGE CAMPS, PERIOD SEPT. 12 TO OCT. 81, 1918,

INCLUSIVE
Per 1 Per Per | Dura-
Cases | Cases | Total | Cent. | (ent. | Cent. | tion
Infl. | Poeu, | Deaths| At- | Pneu.|Deaths Epl-
tacked, to Ppeu, | demic
Infl. I Infl. in Days
Group 1
Cody..crnnonnn. 2397 | 282 @ | 408 | 108 | 182 | 28
5252 | 1 422 | 396 | 102 | 419 36
5,305 60 | 386 | 65 | 169 20
4,05 104 | 381 29 | 89.8 32
3,f 74 | 305 | 169 | 84.9 4
704 | 301 | 171 | 849 49
670 | 200 | 107 | 308 32
660 | 200 [ 209 | 278 31
188 | 281 | 141 | 204 24
706 | 218 | 253 | 274 41
455 | 267 | 103 | 827 a7
1,068 | 258 | 218 | 45.7 39
258 25.8 14.0 41.8 30
88 | 249 | 172 | 374 41
22 | 249 11 | 666 25
168 | 247 | 205 | 8.0
16 | 246 | 124 3.8 41
62 | 220 | 17.0 | 346
462 | 222 | 158 | 874 a1
182 | 204 | 103 | 248 28
263 | 203 | 7.2 | 762 20
&0 | 192 | 242 | 290
820 10.0 17.9 49.8 44
362 18.0 14.0 31.3 43
19 | 188 53 | 24.8 2
164 | 184 | 18 | 408 | 42
319 | 163 | 17 | 37 38
218 16.1 X} 21.3 8
10 14.8 0 16.2 a6
195 M2 30.5 34
3z | 130 | w2 | 3o | W
1,058 | 135 . 613 | 32
37 | 135 7. 198 34
192 | 118 g 30.4 ;5 . .
.17 161 11.1 .2 40.9 J | f h d |
| | |
S e e m me | JOUMNAl of the AmericamMedica
CWIR.. 3,141 | o4 148 07 | 316 | 148 | 3
‘Wheeler, 0.8 5160 17.8 |

0 361 | (1) N
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THE AFTERMATH

Several Doctors and Scientists spent their lives
getting to the bottom of the pandemic.

Alfred W. Crosby Paul Lewis
Richard Shope Kristy Duncan
Johan Hultin Jeffery K. Taubenberger

Their continued efforts finally discovered the DNA
and RNA strands creating the virus- Avian AND
Swine flu!

9/19/2017
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