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Recreate Lost WWI Records
REDISCOVERING YOUR VETERAN’S WWI EXPERIENCE

Tina Beaird tinab@tamarackgenealogy.com

Types of Military Records
Newspapers
War Histories
County Histories
 Soldier & Regiment Lists
County Courthouse Records
Military Service Records
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Places to Find Military Records
Historical Societies/Libraries
Military Service Organization
Courthouse
Archives/Universities/Museums
 State/National Archives
Military Bases/Camps

Start Locally for Veteran’s Records
 Your Ancestor did not serve in a vacuum
 Many towns have monuments listing the soldiers who served
 The local library can help point you in the right direction
 Newspapers are full of information regarding troop movements, returning soldiers, casualties, furloughs and more!
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Society Collections
 Dedications/Parades/Programs
 Diaries 
 Letters 
 Oral Histories
 Photos
 Uniforms and Souvenirs

Public Library Collections
 Cemetery Indexes
 County Histories
 Military History Books
 Newspapers
 Photographs
 Unit Histories
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“Lawrence A… Served with the 2nd
Engineers in France; was gassed and shell shocked during war.”
“Leo M., Joliet,… served in Francewith 2nd Engineers. He was in five battles and was wounded.”
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Library of Congress
The Library of Congress                                  is a public library! 

• Books can be borrowed
• Downloadable digital images 
• Veterans Oral History Project
• In-house research includes hundreds of camp and unit newspapers!
• www.loc.gov/topics/world-war-i

Veteran’s Service Organizations
• American Legion

• Application Cards
• Member Rosters
• American Legion Magazine began as a weekly publication in 1919

https://archive.org/details/americanlegionhq 
• Veterans of Foreign Wars

• Application Cards
• VFW Magazine begun in 1904 free online back to 2009
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Plainfield American Legion Marne Post #13 Record for Maynard Kinder

County Courthouse Records
County courthouses may have the following types of information:

 Records of enlistments and discharges 
 Bonuses paid to soldiers, parents and widows
 Pension records for disabled veterans and widows 
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Grantor Index #37Will County Recorder of Deeds
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State Military Resources
 State Libraries often have books and publications available to borrow with information about local units and troops 
 For Illinois the Adjutant General’s Office has WWI records, but only for Federalized Guard units
 State Archives (and regional archives) will have state-generated paperwork on soldiers including Soldier’s and Sailor’s Home records

 Danville records are in Springfield up to the 1930s

IL National Guard Units Federalized during WWI
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Illinois State Archives WWI Bonus Records
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National Archives Military Records
• National Archives have regional campuses housing federal records for all 50 states.
• Veteran’s service records can be obtained online through Evetrecs for free if you are next-of-kin http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records

www.archives.gov
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National Archives Military Records
• The National Archives “Archives I” in Washington D.C. has ‘stateside’ WWI records pertaining to U.S. Army Commands
• Record Group 393 which includes WWI records pertaining to U.S. Army of the Continental Command (camps and bases), Engineering Corps Districts and Quartermaster records, etc. 

• Alien Registration & Naturalizations (by station & unit)
• Special Orders (by station)
• Burial Orders
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Special Order #56 for Camp Dodge, IA Listing All Men Disqualified forOverseas Duty and Their Reassignments
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National Records Personnel Center
• The National Archives and the NRPC are open to the public
• An appointment is necessary in St. Louis, so plan ahead to secure a date (expect to wait 6-8 weeks for response)
• All records before September 23,1955 are open to the public
• The fire affected 70% of Army records. Navy records are intact
• Scanning & photography is allowed at no charge (restrictions apply). Copies available for .75 cents per page

National Records Personnel Center in St. Louis Houses Military Records from WWI-Present.
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National Archives II College Park, MD
• Records Group 120 American Expeditionary Forces

• Embarkation lists by ship naming all passengers to and from Europe. These records have been digitized by Ancestry.com U.S. Army Transportation Lists 1910-1927.
• Casualty Reports and Cablegrams
• Hospital/Nursing Staff Records
• Soldier Qualification Cards 

Casualty Reports A.E.F. September 1918
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Soldiers’ QualificationCard, William Vance

William’s Brother Walter VanceAlso had a Qualification Card!

National Archives II College Park, MD
• Archives II has an extensive WWI map collection covering every aspect of the war in Europe.

• Images of WWI are housed on the 4th Floor 
• Indexed by subject, then box number
• Many WWI boxes have been digitized but ARE NOT YET available online. Collection numbers include:

• 111-SC
• 165-WW
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Maps of Hospitals & Bases in France

National Archives II College Park 111-SC-WWI Collection 
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National Archives: Great Lakes
• The Great Lakes campus is located at 7358 s. Pulaski Rd. in Chicago and houses federal records for the following states: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Ohio, and Minnesota: www.archives.gov/chicago/archives 
• Records for Great Lakes Naval Base, Fort Sheridan and other military camps and stations are located here. 
• A numerical Record Group list for the Great Lakes campus is available here: www.archives.gov/chicago/holdings/numeric-list.html

www.facebook.com/nationalarchiveschicago

http://www.archives.gov/chicago
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World War I Museums
• National World War I Museum and memorial, Kansas City, MO www.theworldwar.org

• Cantigny Park First Division Museum and Archives Wheaton, IL www.cantigny.org/museums/Pages/First%20Division%20Museum.aspx

• Pritzker Military Museum and Library, Chicago, IL www.pritzkermilitary.org

• Joliet Area History Museum, Joliet, IL  www.jolietmuseum.org

Cantigny Park 1St DivisionMuseum & Research LibraryHas records beyond just the Big Red 1. Contact thelibrary for available hours.
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Camp DodgerNewspapers at the WWI MuseumKansas City, MO

WWI Digital Collections
 Ancestry Library Edition

 WWI Draft Cards 1917-1918
 U.S. Army Transport Service Passenger Lists
 U.S. War Mother’s Pilgrimage 1930

 Fold3
 Naturalizations for WWI Soldiers
 U.S. Veteran’s Pension Payment Cards

 Internet Archives Military Collections
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WWI Digital Collections
 American Battle Monuments Commission www.abmc.gov
 Europeana www.europeana.eu
 Flanders Field Museum Project www.inflandersfields.be
 Prisoners of the First World War https://grandeguerre.icrc.org
 U.S. National World War I www.worldwar1centennial.org
 Veteran’s Oral History Project www.loc.gov/vets

WWI Digital Collections
 Library of Congress WWI Collection www.loc.gov/topics/world-war-i

 Brigham Young University WWI Links Index http://bit.ly/2wEJ869

 Polar Bear Expedition WWI (U.S. Troops in Russia) http://bit.ly/2wEZQTe

 British Library Digital Collections www.bl.uk/world-war-one

 War Diaries of the First World War (Archives of Canada) http://bit.ly/2jHRLf2


